222         MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
Dutch occupation, the Secretary of State could not sanction its loans
being floated in England under the Colonial Stock Acts, which
meant that the colony was at a disadvantage in the London money
market, and we were, for these and other reasons, driven to suggest
such modifications of the constitution as would 'assure a consistent
financial policy,' and give to the Government 'the power in the
last resort, and under proper safeguards, to enforce their own
decisions.*
Some of the criticisms and suggestions that the commissioners
thought it right to make were bitterly resented by a section of the
residents of the colony, who desired to retain the old form of
constitution, even though it worked badly and was not capable of
growth. Upon myself, chiefly because I was a member of the
Labour Party, some of these not entirely guileless critics poured a
torrent of abuse which my many obvious defects of character and
capacity did not merit. The Labour Party principle of self-
determination for the peoples of the British Commonwealth of
Nations was declared to be inviolable and universally applicable,
whereas one of its members who was both a pedant and a traitor
to its principles had suggested that in questions relating to finance
and one or two other matters, the final word should under proper
precautions be with the Government, and not with the people. It
mattered nothing that the 'people' in the colony meant only
11,000 registered voters in a population of 86,000 adult males.
Before assenting to the proposal that reserved powers be given
to the Government I had been careful to discuss with leading
members of the Labour Party the hypothetical question of how far
democratic principles would be prejudiced by such powers being
conferred upon the Government, if they were accompanied by the
franchise being so extended as to include the greater part of the
adult male population, and I was encouraged to believe that under
the special conditions of the colony such an arrangement was
desirable. I therefore assented to the proposal that British
Guiana should be taken out of the constitutional cul-de-sac in
which it was placed, and that it should be put in the same position
as other colonies in the empire, this being a necessary condition of
economic and political development. When the report of the
commissioners was published the angry colonists found little
difficulty in persuading the Labour Party in the House of Commons
to oppose any modification which was not based on 'the will of the
people/ and when the question came before the House the whole